do a great deal about this situation. Modern chemotherapy equips him with powerful tools and this little book is designed to aid him in their correct use. Helminthic, protozoal, spirochmtal, bacterial, rickettsial, viral and mycotic diseases are the headings of the first seven chapters, though the order is not that of their relative importance in global terms. The rest of the book considers a miscellany of other conditions: blood diseases, avitaminoses, snakebites, Burkitt's tumour, cirrhosis of the liver, &c. There are useful appendices on immunization schedules, weights and measures and the management of the febrile patient.
Dr Jopling has a flair for the new drug and his enthusiasm is not always shared by the reviewer; for example, thiabendazole would not be my first choice for either hookworm or ascaris infection. But it is pointless to carp; a small book like this is bound to reflect personal opinion. So much is so good in this book. For instance, the management of ameebiasis is well classified according to clinical presentation. Again, using this section as an example, the reader is not overwhelmed with a mass of drugs; he is told what the author regards as effective therapy and the many other drugs which are used are listed at the end. The section on leprosy, a subject on which the author is an authority, is a minor masterpiece. The references given throughout the work are helpful and up to date. The management of complications such as dehydration, hepatic failure, anorexia, is considered in appropriate sections. In short, this is a book to buy and to use for the excellent purpose its author intended. The symposium is opened by John Marshall's lecture on cerebrovascular disease, in which he concentrates on questions related to cerebral infarction in the territory of the carotid artery, and in which he gives a useful appraisal of recent developments in this field. This is followed by discussions on the investigation and management of headache and cervical spondylosis. Professor Simpson contributes an interesting review of present concepts concerning peripheral neuropathy, in which he further develops his ideas about the importance of disorders of protein metabolism. Dr J S Robson's short account of ureemic neuropathy contains some important original observations. There are useful chapters on the neurological complications of the reticuloses and thyroid disorders, and the volume ends with reviews of the clinical value of various technical procedures including electroencephalography, electromyography, isotope and echo encephalography, and thermography. The topic of this book is an important one for all concerned with the education of the mentally handicapped, especially at a time when many teachers are coming into this work from the normnal educational system with enthusiasm untempered in the fire of practical experience.
The book steadily improves from a poor beginning as the author warms to his subject, although it seems doubtful if those who require the somewhat muddled introduction to chapter 1 would be able to understand some of the tables and technicalities of chapter 3. The need for systematic assessment of social competence is pointed out, and is followed by a description of the author's progress assessment charts, and of survey results which indicate that even the severely subnormal can develop something like 60% of normal efficiency in acquiring essential social skills. In this section the author attributes better performance by hospitalized children at dressing and number work, compared with training centre children, to the lack of help which the former receive owing to inadequate hospital staffing! The latter half of the book more than justifies the price. The author sketches his proposals for an educational framework, which he contrasts (at times with some difficulty) with present provisions. Dr Gunzburg then gives a detailed description of the basic elements of the social education first-aid programme which, as he has so often emphasized, is alone relevant to the paramount needs of the mentally defective for maximal adult social competence. A survey of useful teaching aids is followed by a concluding chapter which forecasts that improved education holds out hope for greater independence for the mentally handicapped.
